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Wishing You a Very Happy  

New Year! 

H  
                   est. 1969 
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Escaping to a New You! 
by Rev. Tammi Brantley  

 
 “Forget about what’s happened; don’t keep going over old history.                

Be alert, be present. I’m about to do something brand-new.   It’s bursting 
out! Don’t you see it? There it is! I’m making a road through the desert, 

rivers in the badlands.”                         
 

Isaiah 43:18-19 (MSG) 

By now we have said it all! Merry               

Christmas, Happy Holiday’s, Féliz                

Navidad, Happy Kwanza, Season’s              

Greetings. We have said all of 

these in preparation to say Happy 

New Year.  With the promise of the 

Holiday Season is the promise of 

something exciting and new 

ahead.  However, many times as 

Sorors, mothers, sisters, wives, 

and friends we tend to move into a 

New Year and new season holding 

on to the hurts and pains of the 

past year.  We tend to move into a 

New Year wanting a better year 

but  holding on to what has                

happened over the past year.  This 

year we invite you to escape to a 

New You!  The author of Isaiah 

gives us a  travel itinerary for a 

new escape.  Leave the old baggage 

and forget the past at the first         

opportunity gate.   Whatever            

history that keeps you returning 

circling around the history of 

what’s happened before leave it at 

the check-in counter of 2018.  It’s 

time for a New You!  A New                

Beginning, A Fresh New Start, A 

New Career, A New Passion, A 

New Purpose, A New way of think-

ing, altogether it’s time for each of 

us to  Escape to a New Version of 

You! 
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Theta Nu Chapter  
University of Maryland, College Park 

This fall semester, the Tenacious Theta Nu Chapter made it our first priority 
to uplift, to educate, and to impact those beyond our campus community. We 
participated in a school box drive to help low-income students affected by               

Hurricane Harvey, which was followed by our program “The After Effects” where 
we discussed the numerous                                          

natural disasters around the world, and the long term          
issues that are often not addressed after the media,             
government, and outside communities stop their support. 
We hosted the "Pink Tax”, to educate college women on the 
social inequalities women face when purchasing necessary 
every day products and services, and provided knowledge 
on how we as college students can combat these disparities. 
We invited high school students to our campus for our 
“Think Tank” program to  discuss how to properly prepare 
for the college transition, and provided our college                
attendees with professionalism, branding and effective 
study tips. We concluded our semester with “Jingle Jam”, 
where we collected holiday gifts for children that were             
donated to “Toys for Tots” in Silver Spring, and engaged 
our program attendees with inclusive holiday activities as a 
finals de-stressor. 

 

                                          
We hosted 
tabling events throughout the semester, to promote 
voter registration and first aid awareness to our cam-
pus community. We also co-sponsored a breast can-
cer awareness brunch with the NAACP and Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated chapters on our cam-
pus. Through our fundraisers, we have impacted the 
lives of women who have been victims of Domestic 
Violence, and have donated to our international 
“Childhood Hunger” initiative and “One Million 
Backpacks” initiative. We have continued to uphold 
being of “Service to All Mankind” with our communi-
ty service, in our participation in the Community 
Shred and Small Electronics Event hosted by the 
graduate chapters of Prince Georges County, our do-
nations for the NBC 4 Seasonal Wraps event, and our 
partnership with Hyacinth’s Place, a shelter for wom-
en combating homelessness in the DC area.  

 

As we continue our programs and efforts of service, we remember that Alpha Kappa Alpha prides 
itself on making a difference in the lives of every community in need, under our Launching New           
Dimensions of Service platform. We, the Tenacious Theta Nu, are not only committed to impacting 
the University of Maryland, College Park community, but we strive to show our passion of service 
and sisterhood to others in communities outside of our campus.  
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated®  
The Tenacious Theta Nu Chapter 
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Congratulations! 

H  
                   est. 1969 

Bowie State University  

We would like to congratulate the newest 

members of  

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated®.   

Welcome to the greatest Sisterhood ever! 
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On October 7, 2017, the members of Iota Gamma Omega, Upsilon Tau 

Omega and Psi Epsilon Omega chapters partnered with the Pearl Elegance 

Foundation, Incorporated, Ivy Community Charities of Prince George’s 

County, Incorporated, The Southern Prince George’s Community Charities, 

Incorporated, Hunter Memorial Church, and the Prince George’s              

Department of the Environment to sponsor a  

Free Community Shred and Small Electronics Recycling Event.   The 

event was held at the Hunter Memorial African Methodist Episcopal 

Church in Suitland, Maryland.   Community members came in droves 

to protect the environment by properly disposing of their old cell 

phones, CD players, Computers, fax machines, old ink cartridges and 

much more.   They also were able to protect themselves, by                 

protecting their identity by 

shredding old and  unused 

sensitive personal papers.  

The event  was a great    

opportunity for the three 

chapters to  educated the                    

surrounding the               

community on the         

importance of protecting our                 

environment.  Kudos Sorors!  What a great way to show 

them, Going Green is always the best way!  

Community Shred Day! 
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 Psi Epsilon Omega Chapter  
Serving Laurel, Bowie and Greenbelt Since 2007 

On October 16, 2017, the Psi Epsilon Omega Chapter along with the Pearl          

Elegance Foundation, Incorporated partnered with the Capital Food Bank and     

Priority Partners to provide food to families at Springhill Lake Elementary 

School. Seasonal wraps were also distributed to the families. This childhood 

hunger initiative supports the Sorority’s Family Strengthening Program Target.  

On September 16, 2017 members of the Psi Epsilon Omega Chapter and the Pearl Elegance             

Foundation, Incorporated partnered with Barnes & Noble in Bowie Town Center to raise money for       

Africare.   Members volunteered at a Book Fair, where proceeds from all of the sales for that day 

would go to support Africare.  Supports of the book fair were also encouraged 

to donate books from the fair to Lake Arbor Elementary School, a local              

community school supported by the chapter and foundation.    

https://www.facebook.com/PearlEleganceFoundation/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/PearlEleganceFoundation/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/PearlEleganceFoundation/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/PearlEleganceFoundation/?fref=mentions
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Continuing with the theme of giving back 

to the community, on November 18, 2017, 

the Psi Epsilon Omega Chapter and Pearl         

Elegance Foundation, Incorporated part-

nered with the Bowie Mitchellville Alumni 

Chapter and  Epsilon Sigma  Chapter of      Kappa Alpha Psi Fraterni-

ty, Inc. to   provide 116 families with  groceries along with a gift card 

at the Elizabeth House in Laurel, MD. These groceries and the gift 

card assisted the families with their  Thanksgiving meal.  

Giving A Helping Hand  
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During 2017, the Atlantic hurricane season produced six major hurricanes 

including the first two major hurricanes to hit the continental United States 

in 12 years.  During this season, many communities in the southeastern 

United States, Texas, Puerto Rico and the Caribbean Islands were severely 

hit by these storms.  These storms caused devastation and destruction to 

whatever was in their paths.   Even today,  a month after the official end of 

the season, areas like Puerto Rico remain without a stable infrastructure 

and have citizens who are still in need of aide and relief.    

Early on, the international leadership of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated® , put the call 

out for its members around the world to take action and help the affect communities through        

support efforts.    Hearing the call, the members of Upsilon Tau Omega, Iota Gamma Omega and 

Psi Epsilon Omega  stepped up to the challenge!    

Hurricane Relief 

In response to the call, the 

members of Psi Epsilon Omega 

chapter collaborated with the 

American College of Cardiology 

to fill 350 backpacks with         

supplies to aide the victims of 

the Hurricanes.  Due to Psi          

Epsilon Omega’s efforts, citizens 

of Puerto Rico and  Texas          

received bags .  These  pictures 

were received from Puerto      

Rican citizens  in  appreciation 

of their bags from Psi Epsilon 

Omega Chapter.   
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On September 29, 2017, the ladies of Upsilon Tau Omega and Iota Gamma Omega chapters of 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated® completed Phase II of the Hurricane Relief Project. 

Phase I consisted of collecting and purchasing items  for Hurricane Relief focused backpacks.  

Each chapter donated funding and items to fill and ship over 400 backpacks.  During Phase II, 

members from each chapter met at the Ivy Community   

Center, to place the   purchased items in the backpacks and 

pack the completed bags for shipping.   
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 Upsilon Tau Omega Chapter  
Serving Southern Prince George’s County Since 1997 

On December 8, 2017,  the Upsilon Tau Omega Chapter partnered with the 

Ameka J Productions and the Kenny Lattimore Foundation for the “1st Annual 

DMV Soulful Christmas” event.  The event raised funds to better equip students 

in the studies of Performing Arts, as well as the development of mentoring programs for our youth. 

In our community.  During the program, the chapter was able to highlight it’s contribution to the 

Southern Maryland community over the past 20 years, as well as the Southern Prince George’s 

County Community Charites’ Scholarship program.   

December 8, 2017, was a very busy night for the member s of                 

Upsilon Tau Omega Chapter and Southern Prince George’s County 

Community Charites (SPGCCC).   In addition to volunteering at the 

Inaugural “DMV Soulful Christmas” event, the members of 

SPGCCC, also partnered with Alex and Ani® at the National Harbor 

to raise money for scholarship funds.   A percentage of the proceeds 

raised that night would be donated to the Foundation for                

community programs and scholarships.   
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On September 23, 2017, the members of Upsilon Tau Omega Chapter,          

volunteered at the Alzheimer’s Association, National Capital Area Chapter 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s  Disease.   Members volunteered by handing out 

healthy snacks and water, and serving as cheerleaders for walk participants.   

#ENDALZ  
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On November 10, 2017, the Prince George’s 

County and the District of Columbia Chapters of 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., came 

together for a winter weather clothing drive.  On 

a day when most  individuals sleep in to rest up 

for the Holiday, these chapters were up and 

charged with the mission to “serve mankind.”   Together the 

chapter were able to collect over 3500 winter wraps for the 

needy children and adults in their communities.  This collection 

supported the youth in the D.C. Foster Care and the Prince 

George's County Public School System.; to include homeless        

children and college bound students that have aged out of  foster 

care.  The clothing drive was featured on a morning news          

segment led by sorority member Molette Green.   The chapters worked together to show everyone     

Alpha Kappa Alpha at it’s best!  

Together We Can Make a Difference 

Prince George’s County Chapter’s                    

Contributions to the Winter             

Clothing Drive  

Theta Nu  30 

Iota Gamma Omega  457 

Upsilon Tau Omega  776 

Psi Epsilon Omega  665 
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 Iota Gamma Omega Chapter  
Serving Prince George’s County Since 1970 

On October 16, 2017, in observance of Childhood Hunger Awareness Day, Iota Gamma 

Omega Chapter filled several Prince George’s County food pantries with 500 pounds of 

donated food and cash donations. The initiative supports Target 3 of the International 

Program of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated (Family Strengthening).  

On July 29, 2017, members of           

Iota Gamma Omega chapter           

donated items to stuff trunks for 

college bound students who have 

aged out of foster care.   The 

trunks contained school supplies and other items 

necessary for a successful college career.  
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On August 5, 2017, the members of Iota Gamma Omega in response to Alpha 

Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. national platform and International President, 

Mrs. Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson’s “One Million Backpack Challenge,” the Iota 

Gamma Omega (IGO) chapter partnered with the Prince George’s County pub-

lic school system for the 7th annual Back-2-School Far #StuffABus. 

In total, IGO sorors provided 11,000 school-ready backpacks to area students.  Over the summer,    

Iota Gamma Omega members organized a series of Back to School community events with the goal 

to #StuffABus with backpacks and 

school supplies for local students of 

all ages.  Events were        conven-

iently held around the county in-

cluding the Ivy Community Charities 

of Prince George’s County Ivy Youth 

and Family Center, local malls and 

grocery stores, and during National 

Night Out. Sorors collected over 

3,000 school supplies. 

#Stuff-A-Bus 
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August 14, 2017,  leadership from the three Prince George’s County Graduate chapters attended a 
round table discussion with Dr. Maxwell, CEO of Prince George's County Public Schools to  discuss 
ways all the National Pan Hellenic Council of Prince George’s County (NPHCPG)  organizations 
can support our 130,000 students in the Prince George’s County school system. We were excited 
to be invited by the NPHCPG alongside all the 17 chapter presidents of the Divine Nine in Prince 
George's County. 

The meeting established the following goals to work towards:  

 Expanding our mentorship programs with the support of PGCPS. 

 Collaborating to share success stories of OUR students we mentor. 

 Expanding the partnerships with PGCPS in order to provide more scholarships and access to  
free programs and services through our respective organizations. 

Working Together for a Better Community 

https://www.facebook.com/pgcps/?fref=mentions
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Information  
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Application must be a Maryland 

resident and have a minimum 

2.7 cumulative grade point             

average  
 

Applicant available online:  

www.pefinc.org  

For questions contact                            

pefincscolarship@gmail.com 
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We Came 

We Served  

We Conquered 



 

 

Editor-in-Chief 
Danaeka L. Spear 

 

Contributing Editors  
Nicola Kennedy  

Saran Baker 

For more information about the programs you’ve seen in this newsletter, please 
visit the following websites and social media networks:  

 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated  

www.aka1908.com  
 

Iota Gamma Omega Chapter 
http://igoaka.org/ 

Facebook: @PrinceGeorgesAKA 
Instagram: igoakas 

 
Upsilon Tau Omega Chapter  

www.akaupsilontauomega.org  
Facebook: @UpsilonTauOmega 

Twitter: akauto1908 
Instagram: upsilon_tau_omega 

 
Psi Epsilon Omega  Chapter  

http://www.aka-peo.org/ 
Facebook: Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Psi Epsilon Omega Chapter 

Twitter: AKA_PEO1908 
Instagram: AKA_PEO1908 

 
Eta Chapter  

http://exquisiteeta1969.org/ 
Instagram: aka_etachapter1969 

 
Theta Nu Chapter  

http://www.thetanu1908.org/ 
Instagram: thetanu1908 


